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KS3 Reading Out Loud
Year 9Year 7

‘Private Peaceful’ by Michael Morpurgo

A stunning novel of the First World War.

For young Private Thomas Peaceful,
looking back over his childhood from the

battlefields of the First World War, his
memories are full of family life deep in the
countryside. Mother, his brothers Charlie
and Big Joe, and their friend Molly, come

vividly alive in his mind.

But every moment Tommo spends thinking
about his life, means another moment
closer to something he cannot bear to

think about - a time when the war and its
consequences will change his life forever.

‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins
Set in a dark vision of the near future, a

terrifying reality TV show is taking place. 

Twelve boys and twelve girls are forced to
appear in a live event called The Hunger
Games. There is only one rule: kill or be

killed.

When sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen
steps forward to take her younger sister's
place in the games, she sees it as a death
sentence. But Katniss has been close to

death before.

For her, survival is second nature.

‘We Are Displaced’ by Malala Yousafzai

 Malala's experiences visiting refugee
camps caused her to reconsider her own

displacement - first as an Internally
Displaced Person when she was a young

child in Pakistan, and then as an
international activist who could travel

anywhere in the world except to the home
she loved. In We Are Displaced, which is

part memoir, part communal storytelling,
Malala not only explores her own story, but

she also shares the personal stories of
some of the incredible girls she has met on

her journeys - girls who have lost their
community, relatives, and often the only

world they've ever known.
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‘Children of the Quicksands’ by Efua Traore

How far would you go to save those you love? Lowrie and Shen are the
youngest people on the planet after a virus caused global infertility.

Closeted in a pocket of London and doted upon by a small, ageing
community, the pair spend their days mudlarking and looking for treasure -

until a secret is uncovered that threatens their entire existence.

In the quiet at the end of the world, Lowrie and Shen must decide what they
are willing to sacrifice to save the whole human race.

‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ by Delia Owens
For years, rumours of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on

the North Carolina coast.
So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals

immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they
say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that

she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand.
Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young
men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new

life - until the unthinkable happens.
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