
AQA English Language GCSE Paper 1 and 2 overview 

Language paper 1 
80 marks; 50% of GCSE 

Q1 
  
List 4 things… Identify 
explicit information  
 
Identify explicit ideas 

Q2  
 
How does the 
writer’s use of 
language… 
 
Comment on, explain 
analyse 

Q3 
  
How does the writer 
structure…  
 
Comment on, explain, 
analyse 

Q4  
 
To what extent do you 
agree?  
 
Evaluate texts 
critically 

Q5 
 Descriptive or 
narrative writing  
 
• Communicate clearly  

• Organise information  
• Use a range of vocab 
and sentences  
• Accurate spelling and 
punctuation 

Assessment 
Objectives  AO1 AO2 AO2 AO4 AO5/AO6 

Marks 4 marks 8 marks 8 marks 20 marks 40 marks 

Timing  

5 mins 10 mins 10 mins 20 mins 
45 mins 5 planning/30 

writing/5 checking 

Language Paper 2  Q1  
 
True/false statements…  
 
 
Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas 

Q2 
 
Write a summary…  
 
 
Synthesis of explicit 
and implicit ideas 
and information 

Q3 
 
How does the writer’s 
use of language…  
 
Explain, comment on, 
analyse 

Q4 
 
How the writers 
present…  
 
Compare writers’ 
ideas and 
perspectives, and how 
they are conveyed 
 

Q5 
 
Students write about 
their own views As 
above 

Assessment 
Objectives AO1 AO1 AO2 AO3 AO5/AO6 

Marks 4 marks 8 marks 12 marks 16 marks 40 marks 

Timing 
5 mins 8 mins 12 mins 

20 mins (5 planning/15 
mins writing 

45 mins 5 planning/30 
writing/5 checking 
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